
This book is a comprehensive analysis of Chile’s political and economic evolution, 
particularly focusing on the challenges of constitutional reform and systemic 
overhaul in emerging democracies. It explores themes of neoliberalism, govern-
ance, and reform under instability, using Chile as a case study to illuminate the 
broader implications for countries in the Global South. Drawing on institutional 
theory, political economy, original data, and comparative analysis, it unpacks the 
roots of Chile’s crisis: party system fragmentation, voter–party erosion, rupturist 
rhetoric, and elite misdiagnoses. It is relevant to scholars, policymakers, and risk 
analysts seeking to understand the complexities of democratic transitions, offer-
ing lessons on balancing the rewards of change with the risks of instability. At its 
core, the book sets out to solve the problem of how to effectively implement 
constitutional and systemic reforms in a way that promotes stability, equity, and 
long-term success.
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